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What you will learn in this 

module:

• What is an energy access vision?

• What does an energy vision look like?

• What are energy targets?

• What do energy targets look like?

Module 3.5: Setting an energy vision 

and targets

CoM SSA 

SEACAP Toolbox

Module: 1.1



An energy vision is a long-term vision which 

indicates the direction that the city wishes to 

follow in terms of its energy mix. 

Setting a longer-term vision is considered a key 

success factor of SEACAPs as it clearly shows 

the local authority’s political commitment and 

gives a strong message to citizens and 

stakeholders on how the local authority wants to 

develop in the future, paving the way for more 

substantial investment in sustainable 

infrastructure.

What is an energy 

access vision? 
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• The vision should be realistic but still 

ambitious and aligned with the national and 

international policy landscape. 

• The vision should be elaborated with the local 

communities through citizen participation and 

discussion groups

• A vision should be identified before setting the 

targets

Where do we want to go?

What is an energy 

access vision?
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• Balance representing a broad cross-section of 

the community and having an open table, 

while simultaneously ensuring a manageable 

planning process

• Begin within an open dialogue about the 

community’s understanding of energy access. 

Avoid getting straight into technical language 

• When engaging stakeholders avoid “you”, 

“they” and “them”, instead use inclusive 

language like “we” and “our” 

A participatory approach

What is an energy 

access vision?
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Example:

“The City of Bobo-Dioulasso is committed to 

switching to cleaner energy sources. By 2030 

the city aims to encourage the adoption of 

energy efficient practices and technologies, and 

promote access to clean cooking fuels and 

technologies amongst its citizens, to ensure that 

all citizens, irrespective of their social class, have 

improved access to sustainable, affordable, 

clean and reliable energy”

Date set: June 2022

What does an energy 

access vision look

like?
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The vision of the city should align with SDG 7

SDG7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, 

sustainable and modern energy for all. 

Targets:

7.1: By 2030, ensure universal access to 

affordable, reliable, and modern energy 

services 

7.2: Increase substantially the share of 

renewable energy in the global energy mix 

by 2030 

7.3: double the global rate of improvement 

in energy efficiency by 2030 

SDG7 Goals and

Targets 
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“The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

seek to change the course of the twenty-first 

century, addressing key challenges such as 

eradicating poverty and hunger, eliminating 

inequalities and violence against women and girls 

and combating climate change. Gender equality 

and women’s empowerment are prerequisites for 

achieving these and other global goals. Thus, 

achieving gender equality and women’s 

empowerment is a stand-alone goal—SDG 5—

and also integrated across the other goals, with 

many targets specifically recognizing gender 

equality and women’s empowerment as both an 

objective and part of the solution." 

Accelerating SDG 7, Achievement Policy brief 

8 

SDG7 and gender equality

Establishment of the 

energy access vision
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• In addition to setting an overarching energy 

access vision, smaller targets  and sub-

targets should also be set for the two 

categories of access to energy assessment 

(Access to Electricity and Clean Cooking)

• These targets provide valuable focus for what 

needs to specifically be achieved by the city.

• These targets and sub-targets should be set 

for each of the indicators included in the AEA

• Targets should also be SMART

What are access to 

energy targets? 
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• Specific: Clearly defining the what, why, how, 

who and when of targets.

• Measurable: how will we know when this 

target has been achieved?

• Achievable: can we get this done within the 

timeframe? Has it been done before?

• Realistic: taking into consideration the 

available resources

• Time-bound: defined by deadlines

SMART targets

What are energy 

targets? 
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• As with the energy access vision, energy 

targets and sub-targets should also take the 

form of a statement that speaks to a desired 

future. 

• They should be specific to the category 

(either Access to Electricity or clean cooking) 

and not as broad as the overarching vision 

(they should however directly align to the 

energy vision)

• Targets and sub-targets provide additional 

focus for what needs to be undertaken within 

the city to enhance access to energy

What are energy 

targets? 
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• The targets and sub-targets should at the 

minimum be aligned with the national targets 

(if existing for each indicator)

• A target of at least 20% increase or decrease 

(energy savings) is suggested for the 

indicators if there is no national target

What are access to 

energy targets? 
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Access to electricity target 

requirements per the JRC guidebook
Attributes Key Indicators Target requirements

Overall
• % of population or households having access to electricity 

(grid/off-grid)

• Along with the SDG of 2030, a 20% increase is 

suggested by 2025.

Security

• Number of hours per day of available electricity • Increase to beyond 8 hours per day

• Average number of electricity interruptions per day • No interruptions

• Number of days without electricity per year
• Local authorities should support policies on energy mix 

and caring for such infrastructure within its local area.

Sustainability

• % of electricity from REs • An increase of 20% could be considered

• Number of mini-grids and stand-alone systems • An increase of 20% could be considered (in numbers)

• Laws and regulations in place for mini-grids and stand-

alone systems?

• Development of new specific regulations and 

amendments 

Affordability 

• % of population able to pay for electricity or willingness to 

pay

• % of expenditure of public buildings for electricity • Consider energy efficiency policies

• Financial and regulatory incentives for renewable energy in 

place?
• Development of new financing schemes or incentives



Access to clean cooking target 

requirements per the JRC guidebook
Attributes Key Indicators Recommended targets

Overall • % of population/households with clean cooking 

access

• A mid-term target at 2025, along with the target for 2030

• A target of at least a 20% increase for households could be considered

Security • % of population/households relying on the 

traditional use of biomass for cooking

• setting a medium-term target is recommended.

• % of population/household relying on LPG or 

other sources

• setting a medium-term target is recommended.

• Availability of resources: time and distance to 

gather fuel wood?

• setting a medium-term target is recommended.

Sustainability • Number of improved cook-stoves used • To replace the overall traditional cook by 2030.

• Sustainable charcoal production? • development of awareness and education campaigns is put in place

• Awareness and/or education programs in 

place?

• development of awareness and education campaigns is put in place

Affordability • Financial and regulatory incentives or subsidy 

mechanisms in place?

• Development of new specific financing schemes or incentives that allow 

implementing healthier ways of cooking

• A mid-term target, beyond the 2030, is also recommended.

• % of population able to pay (or willingness to 

pay) for transition to clean cooking

• A mid-term target, beyond the 2030, is also recommended.



What does an overall 

energy target look

like?

"By 2030, 99.6% of the population in the Abuja 

Municipal Area Council (AMAC) will have access 

to electricity”.

Access to electricity target
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What does an overall 

energy target look

like?

“By 2030, 85.2% of households in Abuja 

Municipal Area Council (AMAC) will use clean 

cooking stoves and fuels”.

Clean cooking target
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Access to electricity target and sub-

target examples
ATTRIBUTE KEY INDICATORS FINALISED TARGET (TARGET YEAR 2030)

Overall
Percentage (%) of population or households

having access to electricity (grid/off-grid)
By 2030, 99.6% of the population will have access to electricity.

Security

Number of hours per day of available electricity
By 2030, the residents of AMAC will have access to electricity for 

at least 17 hours per day.

Average number of electricity interruptions per day
By 2030, there will be no more than 1 unplanned electricity

interruption per day.

Number of days without electricity per year
By 2030, there will be no more than 15.5 days without electricity

per year.

Sustain

ability

Percentage (%) of electricity from renewable

energy sources

By 2030, at least 30% of electricity supplied will be from

renewable energy sources.

Number of mini-grids and standalone systems By 2030, there will be at least 7 mini-grids in AMAC.

Laws and regulations in place for mini-grids and

standalone systems

By 2030, AMAC will domesticate laws from existing national laws

regarding RE through council’s by-laws.

Afford

ability

Percentage (%) of population willing or able to pay

for electricity

By 2030, 90% of the population of AMAC will be willing to pay for

electricity.

Percentage (%) spent on electricity for public

buildings

By 2030, no more than 4.7% of the council’s budget will be spent 

on electricity bills by 2030.

Financial and regulatory incentives for renewable

energy in place

By 2030, there will be financial and regulatory incentives for 

renewable energy.



Access to clean cooking target and 

sub-target examples
ATTRIBUTE KEY INDICATORS FINALISED TARGETS 

(TARGET YEAR 2030)

Overall Percentage (%) of population/households 

with clean cooking access

By 2030, 85.2% of households in AMAC will use clean cooking 

stoves and fuels.

Security Percentage (%) of population/households 

relying on the traditional use of biomass for 

cooking

By 2030, the traditional use of biomass for cooking will reduce 

to 49.5%.

Percentage (%) of population/household 

relying on LPG or other sources

By 2030, 86.4% of households in AMAC will be using LPG.

Availability of resources: time and distance 

to gather fuelwood

No target set.

Sustainability Number of improved cookstoves used By 2030, 21 730 improved cookstoves will be in use in AMAC.

Sustainable charcoal production By 2030, 3% of biomass production will be via sustainable 

methods.

Awareness and/or education programmes in 

place

By 2030, 70% of households will be aware of clean cooking 

through awareness programmes.

Affordability Financial and regulatory incentives or 

subsidy mechanisms in place

By 2030, 30% of households will benefit from financial and 

regulatory incentives put in place.

% of population willing or able to pay for a 

transition to clean cooking

By 2030, 98% of the population will be willing to pay for a 

transition to clean cooking.



How to set an energy 

vision and energy 

targets?

• A participatory workshop with the local and 

national departments representing the sectors 

most affected by climate change, relevant 

NGOs, CSOs, traditional leaders, university 

departments and private sector can be 

organised to set the city’s energy vision and 

targets.

• This participatory approach will encourage 

stakeholders to identify and implement 

relevant actions to meet these targets.

Module: 1.1



Please note:
This module has been designed for local 

government officials and partners who are 

developing their SEACAP. 

This module is one component of the 

SEACAP Toolbox. For the full Toolbox, please 

visit: https://comssa.org/
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